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You will never again take your right to vote for granted.​​
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"By the People is no partisan screed or paranoid conspiracy thesis...

Compelling as an unconscious disaster film." – The New York Times

"A remarkable verite documentary... the results are mesmerizing." - New York Magazine

 

BY THE PEOPLE REVEALS THE PROCESS NOT THE POLITICS BEHIND ELECTIONS
DIRECTOR OF ACCLAIMED DOCUMENTARY, BY THE PEOPLE, IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS ABOUT THE LARGEST AND LEAST TALKED ABOUT POTENTIAL PROBLEM THIS ELECTION DAY  - SHORTAGE OF POLL WORKERS
New York, NY – November 2, 2006 – As millions of Americans turn out to vote on Tuesday, November 7th, By the People director Malindi Fickle reveals the key challenge facing election officials across the country that could impact the result of the vote, and also the ability of millions of voters to cast a ballot and trust that their vote was accurately recorded. Fickle, who has worked with Board of Elections across the country, is available for interviews on the poll-worker shortage that could dramatically affect the 2006 election.

 

Published reports in 2004 estimated a shortage of approximately 500,000 poll workers nationwide and put the average age of volunteer poll workers at 72. If the poll worker crisis is not alleviated, if average citizens do not get involved, our democracy will be at risk. The crisis continues unabated less than a week from the election.

 

Fickle’s documentary, currently airing on PBS stations nationwide, gives viewers and voters an inside look at who and what it really takes to put on an American election. By The People unfolds over the 11 days leading up to the 2004 Presidential election. The film follows Doris Anne Sadler, a young County Clerk in Marion County, Indianapolis, her small crew of government employees, and the dedicated volunteer poll workers.  The public television broadcast follows a national, multi-city, theatrical release of the film.  

 

“Volunteers are desperately needed to help facilitate the election process in this country.  Elections are a hornet’s nest of issues, some of which we recently began to see in the Maryland primary election,” said Fickle. “Long lines, battles over election laws and ballot machines, questions of voter eligibility, problems with touch-screen voting, a voter who needs assistance understanding the ballot are issues will not be resolved anytime soon, and a shortage of poll workers are only going to make these already difficult problems worse.”

Following special sneak previews of the film, representatives from local Election Boards teamed up with Fickle for special question and answer session to discuss the poll worker crisis and to register moviegoers to volunteer to work the polls on Election Day.  This successful outreach partnership with local election boards started in New York during the film’s premiere and continued during screenings in Austin, Boston/Cambridge, Minneapolis, Indianapolis, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Washington DC.

 

Malindi Fickle is a young, energetic, passionate voice on an issue that is both timely and directly relevant to next week’s highly anticipated mid-term election.  She is based in New York and is available for radio and television interviews, as well as for comment on election or voting-related stories.

 

To schedule an interview or request a screener of By the People for review, please contact Susan Celia Swan or Matt Dunn at 212-253-1823, swan@swanllc.com or matt@swanllc.com.

www.bythepeople-themovie.com
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