FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: 

Matt Dunn/Susan Celia Swan, Swan LLC Media & Communications, (212) 253-1823, matt@swanllc.com
NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF ELECTIONS PARTNERS WITH DOCUMENTARY FILM 

TO RAISE AWARENESS AND INCREASE THE NUMBER OF POLL WORKERS

BY THE PEOPLE EXPOSES THE PROCESS - NOT THE POLITICS - BEHIND AMERICAN ELECTIONS

Moviegoers Can Register To Work As A Poll Worker And To Vote During

NYC Theatrical Run At Village East Cinema

Friday. July 28th – Thursday August 3rd
Second Ave and 12th Street 

(Showings at 12Noon & 7pm Daily) 

New York, NY - July 25, 2006 – The New York City Board of Elections Executive Director John Ravitz has joined with By The People film director Malindi Fickle to highlight a unique voter outreach effort designed to energize and educate New Yorkers to get involved on Election Day.  During the NYC debut of the film Friday, July 28 - Thursday, August 3, Board of Elections representatives will be on site with poll worker applications for those who would like to work the polls on Election Day, as well as voter registration applications and to answer questions and provide information, after screenings of By The People at Village Cinema East. 
A new behind-the-scenes documentary that exposes who and what it really takes to put on an American election, By The People highlights the challenges facing election officials across the country, revealing a fragile and vitally important process that is generally taken for granted.   The film unfolds over the 11 days leading up to the 2004 Presidential election, following a young County Clerk in Marion County, Indianapolis, her small crew of government employees, and the dedicated volunteer poll workers.  Fickle, armed with a storyteller’s sensibility and a biting sense of humor, lets the words and emotions speak for themselves as the film’s subjects battle against time, lack of resources, and political obstacles to get the polls open and the votes counted.
  

The New York City Board of Elections hires has 30,000 poll workers for each Election and is always looking to increase its numbers so as to have more available to work throughout the city. The board is also constantly recruiting Chinese, Korean and Spanish interpreters.

 “By The People struck a chord with me.  The challenges facing the election officials profiled in By The People mirror the challenges that we face in New York,” said Ravitz.  “The film is an exciting way to engage New Yorkers and all citizens in the election process.  During these screenings in NYC we want to offer New Yorkers an immediate opportunity by providing resources and information at the theater.”

 “Everyone, including myself, thinks they know what it takes to put on an election.  The truth is, the most important part of the political process—not our right to vote, but our ability to cast a vote-- is also the most often taken for granted," said Fickle.   “By working side by side with the NYC Board Of Elections and raising awareness about the process itself, we hope to illustrate how each citizen is relevant to the system.”

  

Following the New York release, the film will be seen in communities across the country including Austin, Boston, Indianapolis, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Portland, Sag Harbor, San Francisco, and Washington DC.  The filmmakers will outreach to the Board of Elections in each with the goal of replicating the NYC outreach.

By the People is not about political scandal, media hype, election slogans, or partisan division.  It is the story of real people, from all ages and political backgrounds, struggling to hold one of America’s most basic freedoms together. 

 

To view the trailer, and for more information, visit: www.bythepeople-themovie.com <http://www.bythepeople-themovie.com> 

 

Advance screeners are available for reviews.

 

To schedule an interview or request a screener please contact Matt Dunn at 212-253-1823 or matt@swanllc.com.

 

About the Filmmaker:

Malindi Fickle is the director and producer of By The People.  By the People is her feature film directing debut, and the first release from her production company Hyperbaric Productions. A director, producer and actor in New York City, Fickle’s directing and producing credits include: “Savior” at the Manhattan Ensemble Theater, produced by Beth O’Neal; “Escape From Happiness”; and the world premiere of “A Floating Roof Above Your Head”. As an actress, her feature films include: Sharon Pollack’s Everything Relative (Sundance Film Festival); Jacklight (Cannes Critic’s Selection) and St. Andrew’s Girls (TVA Films). 

